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A perspective on models of cultural evolution

Joe Yuichiro Wakano
Meiji University

ABSTRACT
Many theoretical works using mathematical models or computer simulations have been
performed. Although these studies have revealed some important achievements in
theoretical aspects of cultural evolution, they are described in mathematics and are not
necessarily easily accessible to all empirical researchers. To facilitate more collaboration,
here we verbally, without equations, review the simplest type of models of cultural
evolution to introduce the common motivations and questions among theoretical
researchers in this field. Then we review the assumptions of the simplest type of models
in detail. This reviewing process might serve to clarify motivations or interests which
have been considered as important by empirical researchers but never modeled by

theoretical researchers.



